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Course Description: 

The first in a two-part series, this course examines the ways in which the genre of the book, poem, or movie, and the age of the intended audience alter the written representation of the central vampire figure, and the ways in with the portrayals interact.  This class also introduces students to the basic tools of literary criticism: for poetry the use of poetics elements and structures to build the poetic work, and for stories the ways in which character, settings, plots, and language choices create the “horror” of the vampire work.  ENG-226 offers students more in-depth study of the topic.
Course Objectives:
The course will:

1. Present the ideas of life, death, and the undead life in relation to literature about vampires.

2. Present the vampire myth and how it shifts with genre, time, and culture.

3. Explore ways in which the myth shifts depending upon religious ideas and cultural norms prevalent in the times in which any particular vampire literature is written.

4. Explore the uses of figurative language and the ways it is used to produce the tones inherent in each genre.
5. Explore the ideas of literary genres by seeing how the figure of the vampire fits the characteristic genre requirements. 

6. Explore the relationship between the Christian Eucharist and the blood that sustains a vampire. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

· Demonstrate their understanding of the role of figurative language in creating tone with the vampire genre in short essays or discussions of specific examples through production of an essay analysis of a short story or poem.
· Discuss the ways vampires have become a literary metaphor (banker as blood-sucker) and demonstrate their understanding through production of an essay, picture, short story, or visual presentation such as a short movie or cartoon.

· Evaluate the ways in which vampires are presented to different age-groups and the ways the presentation affects societal behavioral expectations. They should be able to express this both verbally with specific examples, and in written form. (For instance, what happens when Count Chocula hits Thirty Days of Night?)
· Analyze the relationships between the presentation of the modern vampire and the social cultural construction of the vampire.

· Explore the role of religion and its place in authorial creation and presentation of vampires and their slayers. 
Length of Course: 
44 lecture hours

Grading Method: 
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites: 

Placement in RD 115 and Placement in WR 121.
Suggested Texts Material: 

One  child’s book: Little Vampire ( 

One middle school level easy read novel: Cirque du Freak 
One comic: Tales of the Vampires  
One Manga: Model 1 
One teenage story: Boys that Bite
Bible: Matthew 26: 17 – 29 (the Eucharist section)

Anthology of modern vampire stories: The Penguin Book of Vampire Stories 

One modern vampire movie: Thirty days of Night (a totally secular vampire movie)
A selection of vampire poetry: Gotfried Burger:“Lenora;” Rudyard Kipling: “The Vampyre”

Major Topic Outline:
1. Etymology of the Vampire

A. Development of the Word

B. Development of the Social Construction of the vampire
2. Character Traits of a Vampire 

A. Historical 
1. 1700 - 1900

2. 1900 - 2008
B. Cultural 
1. North American

2. European

3. Vampires in Poetry and Prose 

B. Structural issues


1. role of figurative language and metaphor in creating tone (horror, romance)

2. role of metaphor in constructing a literary persona (bloodsucker, vamp)
2. role of poetic elements in creating tone (basic terminology and the thing or

            effect it seeks to describe)
4. Characteristics of genre and how the vampire works as a character in each, and how they 

        interact across genres:
comics

manga

child 

young adult

teen

adult 

movie

5. Eucharist -- and other Holy items


A. Instruments to keep vampires as bay:

1. Cross, holy water, communion wafer, holy places such as a church or

         Graveyard

B.  Blood as salvation in both mythos 

C. Dueling ideas of eternal life and soul possession 

6.  The Victim of the Vampire

A. Female victim

1. Appearance 

2. Failure of protection

3. Erotic overtones

B. The Child Victim

1. Ease of access 

C. The Male Victim

1. Friendship

D. Homo-eroticism and role of gender
E.  Appearance – 
1. The role it plays in attracting vampire victims
2. The role it plays psychologically in the vampire’s invitation into homes 

F. The Senior Victim

